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May 24, 2017 

Mr. Robert McKeon, Supervisor 

Town of Red Hook Board 

7340 South Broadway 

Red Hook, NY 12571 

Dear Mr. McKeon and fellow Members of the Town of Red Hook Board et al: 

Alumni & Friends of Camp Rising Sun, Inc. (AFCRS) is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) tax 

exempt organization funded and supported by alumni and friends of Camp Rising Sun. We are 

fully registered with the NYS Attorney General’s Charities Bureau and represent hundreds of 

alumni and friends of Camp Rising Sun (CRS) who support efforts to preserve and maintain 

CRS, both in Clinton and Red Hook, New York, and to reopen the closed Red Hook camp site.  

Thank you for the letters, dated April 4 & 26, 2017, we received regarding Oriole Mills 

Road. In light of the current proposal to pave the road, including the gravel road section that 

passes through the camp’s Red Hook property, with an “oil and stone” bitumen mixture, Alumni 

& Friends of Camp Rising Sun is greatly concerned about losing the rural character of the camp's 

stretch along Oriole Mills Road. The existing gravel road, which primarily lies along the camp 

property, has served to help ensure the safety of the campers since 1930. 

Until recently, Camp Rising Sun had been one of the longest continuing, cooperative, 

responsible and unique programs in Red Hook. With our continuing efforts, it will reopen again. 

Maintaining the rural, unpaved character of Oriole Mills Road protects the safety, legitimate 

interest, and community presence of CRS, as it conforms to and preserves the rustic nature of the 

local environment. 
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This increasingly rare patch of natural gravel road, through our heavily shaded glen (see 

photos A & B) significantly impacts the camp atmosphere and program which has served to 

introduce generations of American and international campers to Red Hook’s countryside.  A 

pleasant place to stroll for a camper/counselor one-on-one talk, or for campers from very 

different backgrounds to "get deep" is even more valuable when rainy weather has made woods 

and grasslands too wet. The wetlands beside the road add interest for an instruction by the nature 

counselor, and the lack of incline makes an easy return leg for a hike around the campgrounds. 

The natural irregularities of an unpaved road limit needless pass-through traffic, and 

particularly discourage dangerous speeds like nothing else could on such a remote stretch.   

Paving Oriole Mills Road will invite automobile traffic in increased volume and at higher, unsafe 

speeds. This will create potential danger to the campers who repeatedly cross the road 

throughout the day in order to participate in activities which take place on both sides of the road. 

We are also concerned about the environmental impact that the bituminous surface 

treatment, in particular the sprayed-on asphalt emulsion binder subsurface, may have on the 

campgrounds, given the proximity of the gravel road to the existing wetland (RC-7) via the 

intermittent stream which joins the Saw Kill at the property’s north end. Please see the attached 

map of the NYS DEC Forestry Survey and the Stewardship Plan, which notes: “The property’s 

western and southwestern forests drain via several small ephemeral channels and by a small 

intermittent stream into the state-regulated wetland RC-7, a large wooded swamp.” (See the sixth 

page of the attached plan.)  Consequently, AFCRS supports a State Environmental Quality 

Review (SEQR) prior to a final vote by the Red Hook Board. 

Camp Rising Sun simply would not be the same with Oriole Mills Road paved with an 

“oil and stone” top that, as the surface wears over time, often develops a black hue which will 

visually embody many of the same characteristics of an asphalt road. 

Please do not pave the road. Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours truly, 

 

J.C. Calderón, AIA, LEED AP 

President, Alumni & Friends of Camp Rising Sun, Inc. 

 

Enclosures:  Photos A & B; DEC Red Hook Forestry Survey 

 

cc: Councilman Harry Colgan; Councilwoman Sarah Imboden; Councilman William 

O’Neill; Councilman James Ross; Town Clerk Sue McCann; Highway Superintendent 

Theresa Burke 
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Photo A 

 
May 7, 2017 Camp Rising Sun, Red Hook, Oriole Mills Road   Photo by J.C. Calderón 

Photo B 

 
May 7, 2017 Camp Rising Sun, Red Hook, Oriole Mills Road   Photo by J.C. Calderón  
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